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*** PRESS ADVISORY *** PRESS ADVISORY *** PRESS ADVISORY ***

Long Island State Veterans Home Awarded $40,000 Grant:
Chosen as the Site for Filming of a National Dementia Care Training Video
What:
The Long Island State Veterans Home (LISVH) was selected over 140 State Veterans Homes across the Country to receive a grant from the National Association of State Veterans Homes and the AMVETS National Service Foundation and be the site for the taping of a dementia care training video.  
                        The training video will present evidence-based information with an interactive, fun style that connects to family caregivers struggling with the everyday challenges of caring for people with dementia.  The video is designed to enhance caregivers' understanding of dementia, its symptoms, common behaviors associated with cognitive loss and behavioral interventions to provide the highest quality of care for people with dementia.  Caregivers will learn strategies and practical skills that they can apply immediately to improve interactions and communication with people who have dementia as well as reduce their own risk of injuries. 
Where:
LISVH, 100 Patriots Road, Stony Brook, NY 11790
When:
Filming will begin Friday, April 1, 2011 – two sessions:  10 am and 2 pm
Who:
Heather McKay, MS, OTR/L will be producing the Dementia Care Training Video.  Heather is a recognized dementia care specialist and well-regarded speaker, Ms. McKay provides training for professional and family caregivers and consultation to long-term care facilities on topics related to Alzheimer’s care.  Her full bio follows below.
Contact:
Please contact Jonathan Spier, Director of Community Relations at the LISVH, for further information at 631-444-8615

Additional Overview of the Alzheimer’s Dementia Program at the LISVH:  The LISVH is committed to caring of those with Alzheimer ’s disease and other Dementia related disorders.  The LISVH has:
55 bed secured unit that specializes in the care for those Alzheimer’s Disease and other Dementia related disorders, Full time double board certified physicians on staff, and Nurses and aides who are Nationally Certified Dementia Care Practitioners

The LISVH has a strong teaching mission.  Dr. Frank Cervo, Medical Director at the LISVH has just completed a 3 year study funded by the New York State Department of Health, that developed a new type of pain assessment tool used for with resident suffering from Alzheimer’s Disease and dementia related disorders.
Overview:  Heather McKay, MS, OTR/L:  Heather is the Dementia Care Program Manager for Hospice of Alamance-Caswell and Life Path Home Health.  She holds a Master's degree in occupational therapy from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill where she also received an interdisciplinary certificate in aging.  She is a recognized trainer for the Alzheimer’s Association and a member of Dementia Care Professionals of America. Heather received the Marlys Mitchell Pioneer Award for humanitarian values, knowledge and visionary leadership. A recognized dementia care specialist and well-regarded speaker, Ms. McKay provides training for professional and family caregivers and consultation to long-term care facilities on topics related to Alzheimer’s care. Heather’s upbeat and interactive presentation style offers a positive approach to communication and understanding that people will want to put to use immediately.
